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Seed Financing Options & Deadlines
By: Ron Kopp
As a good percentage of the row crops have come off the last couple weeks with the nice October weather, it is
getting to that time in the year when we have to start looking forward to planning and making a decision on
what to plant for the 2016 growing season. With the uncertainty in the markets and low commodity prices, it
is tough to decide on what exactly to grow for the upcoming year but we are approaching some deadlines regarding the best cash discounts and deferred payment financing programs for canola, corn, soybean, and sunflower seed.
All of the major seed brands that we handle at Wholesale Ag offer some type of deferred payment program
either through Rabo AgriFinance or John Deere Financial. A deferred payment program allows the producer
to book and purchase seed and push payment into late 2016 at little to no interest, freeing up cash flow during
the growing season to purchase other inputs. To qualify for the best interest rates or discounts, a seed order
and the associated paper work are due by November 20th for most companies. After that date, there are still
deferred payment programs available, but the interest rates won’t be as attractive. There are a number of
different programs available, so contact us to discuss your options concerning your favorite seed brand and to
determine whether or not one of these programs will work for your operation. If you are interested in one of
these programs, let us know as there is some paperwork that needs to be filled out in order to qualify you
under these programs and get you signed up.
If you are ready to make a decision and are looking to prepay for seed, remember that the earlier you pay the
better cash discount you will receive on your seed. The discount schedules vary from seed company to seed
company, so again please contact us to discuss your options.
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Corn and Soybean Test Plot Recap 2015

By:Travis Evenson
We began soybean harvest on September 16 and were able to combine about half the plot. The rest of the varieties were too wet at
that time so the remainder came off on September 22nd. Overall the plot averaged 45.9 bu./acre with the highest variety, Asgrow
0333, yielding 51.8 bu./acre! We were very fortunate to catch a timely rain with the hailstorm that came through Underwood in late
July which helped give us such a good average. I think the same can be said with the beans out in the country. Timely rains seemed
to be the savior this year bringing averages from the lower to upper 20’s to certain fields in the upper 30’s-40’s.
We started taking the corn plot off on October 13th, the day after the high sustained winds. We finished up the rest of the plot the
following day. For the most part the corn hung in there pretty well. Most of the varieties had some cobs on the ground, but some
shown considerably more damage than others depending on maturity, location in plot, and previous injury from the first wind. Overall the plot averaged 158.5 dry bu/acre with the top variety for the second year in a row, Peterson 75k85, yielding 190.6 dry bu./acre.
The moisture across the plot averaged 19.8% with the test weight coming in at 53.4#. I would say moisture was again the major factor
determining corn yields across the area. Areas where the corn hung in there during the heat are doing fairly well, but areas that
showed moisture stress are pretty poor. In general it sounds like test weights are fairly high and moistures are manageable. The two
wind storms we suffered during the season were pretty tough on the plants. The first storm caused some pollination issues, stand
loss, and it also opened up the plant to more moisture loss. The more recent wind caused mainly cob drop and more stalk lodging
with the worst areas being the areas that were already stressed. Typically cob drop isn't an
issue we deal with and is more of a late season problem when corn stands over the winter
and we get a fair amount of snow. But typically we don’t receive 50+ mph winds for
an entire day, twice in a growing season!
We will have both the corn and soybean
plot yield sheets with us this fall when we
come out to the farm, or if you would like a
copy emailed to you please let me know.
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Monitoring Corn Emergence and Growth Stages
By: Darren Young
*See next page for overview
2P198 June 4th
(L to R): Worst, 2nd, 3rd, Normal

2P198 June 8th
(L to R): Worst, 2nd, 3rd, Normal

2P198 July 7th and Harvest
(L to R): Worst July 7, Worst harv.

16x24

14x34

18x33

16x28
16x24

37-86 June 4th
(L to R): Worst, 2nd, 3rd, Normal

37-86 Harvest
(L to R): Worst, 3rd
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Corn Growth Stages Test Overview
By: Travis Evenson
With the cold start we had this spring, emergence issues were prevalent not only in our test plot but also in many fields in the country. Because we deal with cold conditions every spring, we thought it would be a good test to monitor the progression of these uneven emerging plants from germination to harvest. Darren picked out 4 plants in one row on two different varieties and labeled them
from what he considered worst emergence, to 2nd worst, 3rd worst, and finally a plant that looked like it had normal or good emergence. From the pictures on the previous page you can see he did this with 2 different varieties, Mycogen 85 day 2P198 and DeKalb
87 day 37-86. The first pictures were taken June 4th or about a month after planting, followed by June 8th, and then finished up at
harvest. It is pretty interesting to note the differences in leaf stages as the plants emerged compared to those same plants in relation
to each other at harvest.
You can see that the 2P198 “worst” was always behind and could never fully recover. At harvest this was the only plant of the four
that was goosenecked or exhibited some form of a weaker, smaller plant. With that being said it still was able to produce a smaller,
but yet harvestable cob that still hung onto the plant (or leaned on the plants in the next row for our case). The normal looking plant
ended up tillering and producing another cob. That is why there is two cobs on the harvested photo for that plant.
The 37-86 plant stands throughout the entire plot showed some damage due to both of the wind storms that came through during
the season. Because of this we have seen more stalk lodging between the 4 plants of that variety at harvest. This test was pretty interesting in the fact that the worst looking plant at emergence ended up producing a better cob than the 2nd and 3rd worst emergers.
The worst, 2nd, and third worst all had lodged stalks at harvest so depending on timeliness there was a potential for cob loss on
those plants. At the time of our harvest however, we would have been able to retain each cob.
We realize that there is a lot of things that can happen from emergence to harvest so just like with the case of 37-86 even plants that
appear better emergers than their neighbors can be outdone in the end. Nonetheless, I think these tests were a pretty typical example of the emergence we generally see in our wet, cool springs. So it was interesting to see what that ugly looking plant you walk by at
emergence actually turns out to be at harvest!

Pulling Horse
An out-of-towner drove his car into a ditch in a desolated area. Luckily, a local farmer came to help with his big
strong horse named Buddy.
He hitched Buddy up to the car and yelled, "Pull, Nellie, pull!" Buddy didn't move.
Then the farmer hollered, "Pull, Buster, pull!" Buddy didn't respond.
Once more the farmer commanded, "Pull, Coco, pull!" Nothing.
Then the farmer nonchalantly said, "Pull, Buddy, pull!" And the horse easily dragged the car out of the ditch.
The motorist was most appreciative and very curious. He asked the farmer why he called his horse by the wrong
name three times.
The farmer said, "Oh, Buddy is blind and if he thought he was the only one pulling, he wouldn't even try!"

Upcoming Seed Discount Deadlines

Invigor Canola is running with the same early book discounts as last year. If booked by December 11 you will
receive a $50/bag rebate, so it would be a good idea to start thinking about how many acres you plan on putting in for
next year. This is strictly an early book deadline and you will not be locked in for next year if plans change.

DeKalb is also running a rebate on their Canola this year. If booked by December 15 and you grow 80% of those
initial bags booked come spring, you will receive a $20/bag rebate on the bags planted. In other words, if you book
100 bags by December 15 and grow at least 80 of those bags come spring, you will receive a $20/bag on the entire 80
bags.
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