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2018 Corn & Soybean Plot Review
By: Dennis Swanson

The 2018 soybean and corn plots are off and the combine
is back in the shed. We wish we had more to combine, but Richard said we could not go do custom work!
The first 22 varieties of the soybean plot were harvested
on September 4th and the last 12 were harvested on September 10th. The overall average was 40.1 bushel and the moisture
content averaged 11.7. While we were hoping for a few more
bushels; that is pretty good for conventional tilled beans with
no significant rain since July 5th. The seed size was smaller than
most years and more beans are then needed to make a bushel.
The plot varied more between checks than normal this year,
about 3 bushel, again due to the extreme dry conditions. It was
encouraging to see some of the strips yielding in the mid 40’s
and lends to some more confidence going forward that these newer soybean varieties can handle some really
tough conditions.
The corn plot was harvested on September 19th, and all strips were harvested on that date. We were expecting to have to take the later varieties another
day, however, the moisture levels were dryer than we had anticipated. The average
of 150 bushel was less than expected, again due partly to the slightly smaller kernel size. This average is the lowest since 2013, when the plot average was 136. The
moisture average was very surprising at 18.3%. The check variety was within 2.5%
which indicated a very accurate trial. There were some strips that did not plant as
well and had up to 10% less plants. That was the most likely the biggest factor for a
somewhat lower yield on 6 strips. We really stress to our seed partners that we need
medium rounds for the plot, however, that is not always the case. When planting
these strips, one cannot be trying to adjust plates and air to fit a different seed size.
Stand counts are taken on all strips and usually we also know from the seed monitor
if a seed is incorrect. Goss’s wilt was present in some hybrids and notes were taken on all varieties to corroborate
company ratings for tolerance. We have already eliminated some varieties as to their susceptibility to Goss’s Wilt.
It was also very encouraging to note that some new varieties appear to be the best for Goss’s Wilt so the standard
has been raised on our variety ratings.
Please refer to our website: www.wholesaleagproducts.com to further review our plot data. The results
have also been emailed out to those of you on our email list. Feel free to contact one of us to email you the results if you did not receive them in the initial emailing. Well wishes for a safe and prosperous harvest season!
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Chase Pederson to Join Wholesale Ag Products
Chase Pederson was recently hired as a sales agronomist with the
position to start upon graduating from Bismarck State College this spring,
where he is pursuing his degree in Agricultural Industry and Technology.
He decided to pursue this degree because of his passion for agriculture
that developed after growing up on a farm. He had a keen interest in plant
science through classes and agronomy judging in FFA. He has always
wanted to work with people and be connected to agriculture so this degree seemed like the right fit.
Chase is originally from the Carrington area and most recently interned for Wholesale Ag Products
this past summer where he delivered soybeans in the spring and chemical after that. Chase will be a valuable addition to our sales staff. Look for him around in the early spring introducing himself.
When asked why he is looking forward to starting his career with Wholesale Ag Products, Chase said:
“Wholesale Ag Products has always been a reputable company and I am very excited to be a part of the
team. I hope to benefit the company with the skill set that I possess, as well as learn and improve on those
skills. I am very proud to be coming back to my hometown and excited to see what the future will bring.”

Stalk Strength

By: Taylor Mattson
There have been a lot of questions regarding stalk strength in corn this year. The top half
of the corn plant has snapped off in many areas,
but very little stalk breakage at or below the cob
has occurred to this point. Instead, what has been
observed are the salt spots, the sand ridges, and
clay knobs where the corn died early is starting to
break down very quickly. In those areas the corn
plant utilized its reserves moisture and nutrients
in the pith (soft tissue in the center of the stem)
much earlier than the rest of the field.
In general, the pith has enough stored nutrients and moisture after cob set to finish out the
ear, however; this year the corn plant had to start
utilizes those reserves earlier and that led to some
tip back early and stalk concerns going forward.
Check stalk strength on the tougher fields first
as there does not seem to be any specific variety
with major stalk issues.

Customer Appreciation Event
We are so grateful for all of you who support Wholesale Ag Products and would like to show
our gratitude with an evening of socializing, supper,
drinks and entertainment. Wholesale Ag Products will
be holding a Customer Appreciation Event on
Saturday, December 8, 2018.
The event will be held at Wholesale Ag Products. The evening will include a social starting at
5:00 p.m., followed with supper at 6:00 p.m., as well as
light entertainment provided by “Blue Hazard.”
We hope you can join us on December 8!
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